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Grace Lutheran Church 
8:00 am: Spoken Service & 10:15 am: Liturgical Service 

Shore Road @ Dawes & Meyran Aves. 
11 East Dawes Ave., Somers Point, New Jersey 08244 

Phone: 609-927-3082ñFax: 609-927-6672ñFood Pantry: 609-927-9982 
Email: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net  

Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org  
Pastor: Rev. Althea Albright 

Music Director: Mr. Scott J. Breiner 
Church Secretary: Diana McArdle 

Sexton: Andrew McCarrick 
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here whether you are here 
to worship with us as a first time visitor, friend, neighbor, or lifelong member. If you 
have any questions, concerns, or need pastoral care, Pastor Althea would love to talk 
with you. Feel free to speak with her after worship or contact her by email 
at: pastoralthea3@gmail.com or by phone 484-345-0399. 

Through Godõs Word and Holy Spirit, Grace Lutheran Church will be... 

¶ Inviting all people to belong  to the church of Jesus Christ, 

¶ Equipping those who believe as faithful disciples of Jesus, and 

¶ Sending members to become caring servants of God in the world. 

Greetings members, friends, and family of Grace! We are trying a new way of listing our 
prayer concerns in the coming weeks. If you notice someone who is missing or if anyone 
has someone new to add, please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Althea via phone,              
Facebook, or email or contact our secretary in the office to add people who are on our 
hearts each week and include our ongoing concerns. 
Members of Grace: Betty N., John N., John S., Joyce B., Ruth T., Carol F., Mary G., & 
Carol F. 
Family and friends:  Family of Regina, (relative of Marlene Doer); Gage, Donna             
(friends of Pastor Althea); Jody (niece of Grings); Cecilia, and Richard (friends of                
Welfields); Shirley & Carl (Parents of Debbie Kleuser); Jim, Vicki, (friends of Meg               
LaSpina), Payton (friend of Joyce Bianco), Annmarie (friends of Marlene D.),  
Carol Waters (friend of Claire Brick), Dotte Currie, friend of Deborah Walker),  
Karen Gubilo (daughter of Sue Robinson); Lauree McArdle & Joann Wehrhan (family of 
Diana McArdle), Gwen (mother of Corinne Rhodes); Bernadette, Lou, Ron,   
Those Serving Our Country: Matt Bilello, ANG; Daniel Casner 3rd, USN;  
Sgt. Joshua McArdle, USM; Cainan Johnson, USAF 
At Home - Bonnie Condliff, Joan Glenz, Ruth Kruger, Dot Reichelt, Lois Rahme, 
Lois Reardon, & Skip Uhrmann 

Serving in Worship Today  
 Worship Assistant: Meg LaSpina 
 Altar Guild: Brenda Traa 
Sound/Video Technician: Jim Foreman, Michael Piskun, Shawn Welfield 

mailto:pastoralthea3@gmail.com
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WITH ONE VOICE  

Bread of Life - Setting 5 

Congregation responses in bold print. 
 

 

GATHERING   
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 
WELCOME                       Rev. Althea Albright  

 
PRELUDE                                            Gabrielôs Message                               by Paul Manz 

 
Please stand as you are able 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Almighty God, you know us inside and out. You are with us in our past, present, 
 and future. We cannot escape your presence. 
 
Pastor: You know us before we were born. You watch over us day and night, and always 
 hear our prayers. We come before you now asking for forgiveness when we stray. 
 Bring us closer to your Holy Spirit once again. Amen. 
 
 Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pastor: God of Love, 
 We confess that we have turned away from you, God. We have not trusted 
 your promises to hear us. We have doubts sometimes that you are by our side.  
 We let worry and fear consume us. We do not always treat our neighbors as 
 ourselves. For the sake of your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
 and lead us, so that we may know your deep love for us again and glorify your 
 holy name in all that we say and do. Amen. 
 
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was crucified and died for us and for all 
 our sins. As a minister of the church of Christ, I declare to you that God forgives all 

 of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ᵸ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 God has never left you. Return to the Lord your God, with joyful hearts, ready to 
 accept Godôs gift of grace.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                         All Earth Is Hopeful                ELW # 266 
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 GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray togetheré.Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open  
 our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may 
 bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: Advent 4 
Fourth Week of Advent 
Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your 
 presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. 
As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken 
 by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 
O house of David, come, 
 let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen. 
 

HYMN                              Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                     WOV # 630 

 Verse Four 

Please be seated  
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WORD  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king 

who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area 

around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers un-

derstood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the L , 

  in the majesty of the name of the L  his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me / and holy | is your name. 

 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, / from generation to | generation.  

 51You have shown strength | with your arm / and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones / and lifting | up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry | with good things / and sent the rich | away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 

 55the promise made | to our forebears, / to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.   
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance 
of Christôs coming. Through obedient acceptance of Godôs will, Christ allows his own 
body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy peo-
ple. 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 ñSacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, óSee, God, I have come to do your will, O Godô 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).ò 
8When he said above, ñYou have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and of-
ferings and burnt offerings and sin offeringsò (these are offered according to the law), 
9then he added, ñSee, I have come to do your will.ò He abolishes the first in order to es-
tablish the second. 10And it is by Godôs will that we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the first chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:39-55 

Elizabeth, Johnôs mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy 

Spirit and with faith. In Elizabethôs inspired greeting and Maryôs song of praise we hear of a 

saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard 

Maryôs greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
42and exclaimed with a loud cry, ñBlessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 

her by the Lord.ò  

  46And Mary said, ñMy soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.ò 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you. O Christ. 

 
CHILDRENôS MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                                Rev. Althea Albright 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came        ELW # 265 


