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Grace Lutheran Church 
8:00 am -  Spoken Service & 10:15 am -  Liturgical Service 

Shore Road @ Dawes & Meyran Aves. 
11 East Dawes Ave., Somers Point, New Jersey 08244 

Phone: 609-927-3082—Fax: 609-927-6672—Food Pantry: 609-927-9982 
Email: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net  

Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org  
Pastor: Rev. Althea Albright 

Music Director: Mr. Scott J. Breiner 
Church Secretary: Diana McArdle 

Sexton: Andrew McCarrick 
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here whether you are here 
to worship with us as a first time visitor, friend, neighbor, or lifelong member. If you 
have any questions, concerns, or need pastoral care, Pastor Althea would love to talk 
with you. Feel free to speak with her after worship or contact her by email 
at: pastoralthea3@gmail.com or by phone 484-345-0399. 

Through God’s Word and Holy Spirit, Grace Lutheran Church will be... 

• Inviting all people to belong  to the church of Jesus Christ, 

• Equipping those who believe as faithful disciples of Jesus, and 

• Sending members to become caring servants of God in the world. 

Greetings members, friends, and family of Grace! We are trying a new way of listing 
our prayer concerns in the coming weeks. If you notice someone who is missing or if    
anyone has someone new to add, please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Althea via phone,              
Facebook, or email or contact our secretary in the office to add people who are on our 
hearts each week and include our ongoing concerns. 
Members of Grace: Betty N., John N., Ruth T., Debbie K., Marlene D., Joyce B. 
Family and friends:  Gage, Donna, Virginia, Carol (Pastor Althea);  
Payton (Joyce Bianco), Deb, Glen, Peggy, Jeanne (Bowdens); Baby Stella (Clare Brick);  
Annmarie, Kathy (Marlene Doer); Phyllis, Shawn (Carol Fry); Jody (Grings);   
Michael Ann, (June Jordan); Shirley & Carl (Debbie Kleuser); Jim, Vicki, (Meg LaSpina),  
Bernadette, Lou; Ron, Berl, Cindy, Eric, (Renee Pugliese); Karen (Sue Robinson);   
Dotte Currie, (Deborah Walker), Anyah, Cecilia, Edward, Lauren, Marlando, Pauline, and 
Richard (Welfields); Eileen and Marie 
Those Serving Our Country: Matt Bilello, ANG; Daniel Casner 3rd, USN;  
Sgt. Joshua McArdle, USM; Cainan Johnson, USAF 
At Home - Bonnie Condliff, Joan Glenz, Ruth Kruger, Dot Reichelt, Lois Rahme, 
Lois Reardon, & Skip Uhrmann 
Shores@Wesley Manor: Eleanor Guire, Eileen Rumble 
Woodview Estates: Lorraine Moore      

Serving in Worship Today  
 Worship Assistant: Linda Rihl 
 Altar Guild: Brenda Traa 

mailto:pastoralthea3@gmail.com


  

3  

WITH ONE VOICE 
Bread of Life - Setting 5 

Congregation responses in bold print. 
 

 

GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 
WELCOME                       Rev. Althea Albright  

 
PRELUDE                                                Picardy                                     By David Schack  

Please stand as you are able 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, 
 and calls us by name. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God,  
  we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. 
 We have turned our faces away from your glory 
  when it did not appear as we expected. 
 We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 
 We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. 
 Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left 
  undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born  
  among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 
 
Rejoice in this good news: 

 In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
 You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, 
 and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                        Praise to the Almighty                            ELW # 877 



  

5  

 GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORY TO GOD 
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Shane Joesph O’Neill 
Born: September 19, 2021  

☩ 
Baptized: February 13, 2022 
Pastor: Rev. Althea Albright 

Parents: Sean O’Neill & Kristin Bevensee  
Sponsors: Jamie & Peter Dellas 

 
  

WELCOME TO BAPTISM                      
Pastor: Dear friends in Christ, we gather today with the family of   
 Shane Joesph O’Neill who have brought him to be baptized.  
 Together, let us welcome them to this community of faith in Jesus Christ. 

  
Pastor: Let us pray…O God, again and again in ages past you showed your mercy 
 and grace to children. You saved the infant Moses from death with the 
 help of his mother and sister. As you blessed Joseph and Mary and the 
 child Jesus, bless also the families, that they may care for this child  
 entrusted to them, bring them to baptism and to the bread and cup of     
 blessing, and help them mature in faith through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
 Pastor: God brings you in peace and joy to fullness of life in Christ and calls you  
 to the waters of baptism.   
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together….Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you 
 angels and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in 
 the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated  
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BAPTISMAL SERVICE                                                             

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

 the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and 

 death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the  

 baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

 and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.  

 

 Family: We present Shane for baptism. 

  

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

 Shane baptized into Christ? I do. 

 As you bring Shane, to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with                       

 responsibilities:  

         to live with him among God's faithful people,  

  bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,  

      teacher him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

          place in his hands the holy scriptures,  

                       and nurture him in faith and prayer,  

                            so that your child may learn to trust God,  

                                proclaim Christ through word and deed,  

                                      care for others and the world God made,  

                                         and work for justice and peace.  

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? I do. 

  

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Shane in the Christian faith as you    

 are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of              

 baptism and in communion with the church? I do.  

  
People of God, do you promise to support Shane and pray for him in his  

new life in Christ? We do. 
  

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? I do 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,  
 and confess the faith of the church. 
  
Do you believe in God, the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

  
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

 by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you  took delight. 

 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through 

 the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  

 At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  

 By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power  

 of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit,  

 the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of         

 baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through             

 Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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BAPTISM 
Shane, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
 and of the Holy Spirit. Amen       
              
 You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. 
  
Let us pray together.... We give you thanks, O God, that through water and    
 the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth,  
 cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  
 Sustain Shane with the gift of your Holy Spirit:  
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
   the spirit of counsel and might,  
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,  
     the spirit of joy in your presence,  
      both now and forever. Amen. 
  
Shane, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked   
 with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
  
WELCOME 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and  
 glorify your Father in heaven.  
  
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  
 join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative  and 
 redeeming word to all the world. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10 
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings 
that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality 
of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death. 

 5Thus says the Lord: 

 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

  and make mere flesh their strength, 

  whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 

 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

  and shall not see when relief comes. 

 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

  in an uninhabited salt land. 

 

 7Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

  whose trust is the Lord. 

 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 

 It shall not fear when heat comes, 

  and its leaves shall stay green; 

 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 

 9The heart is devious above all else; 

  it is perverse— 

  who can understand it? 

 10I the Lord test the mind 

  and search the heart, 

 to give to all according to their ways, 

  according to the fruit of their doings. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 1 
 

 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,                                     
 with leaves that | do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been 
raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death. 
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 

raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your 

faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of 

God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.           
16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ 

have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 

  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the sixth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 6:17-26 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and 
demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is 
truly blessed in the eyes of God. 
17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre 
and Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who 
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch 
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  
 “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
  22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and  
defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely 
your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
 25“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 
26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false 
prophets.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you. O Christ. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 

SERMON                                                Rev. Althea Albright 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                Let Streams of Living Justice                           ELW # 710 
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WEEKLY OFFERING 
We are thankful for however you are able to continue supporting our ministry at 
Grace. Offering may be received through the mail, church office, or Simply Giving 
online. Please call the church office if you need assistance with Simply Giving, or 
have any questions or concerns. 
 
 

OFFERTORY        Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                By Harold W. Friedell 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord    
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OFFERING PRAYER 
We pray together for however we have made offerings to God in our lives. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, 
 You are Creator of all that is in heaven and on earth. We rejoice that we have 

 many blessings to be thankful for in our lives. You have changed our lives  

 forever with your Word made flesh. Grant us courage to change the lives of  

 others with your Good News. Bless our congregation, this community,  

 and all the offerings we give back to you for your holy work,  

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us; so let us be bold to pray for the church, 
 the world, and all that God has made.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
Leader: Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who profess 

 your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. We pray that we may al

 so treat your creation better. Bless fruit trees and other food crops with an abundant 

 harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land that has eroded after               

 deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God of grace,                                       

 hear our prayer. 

Leader: Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire leaders to 

 collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain prophets and social 

 movements that challenge society to become more honest and just. God of grace,  

 hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation and peace.                 

 Tend to those struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty.                              

 Provide for all who are hungry. Grant peace to all who suffer or face persecution              

 especially all those we name now or in our hearts... God of grace,                                                 

 hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

 prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 Amen. 
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MEAL  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
 It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

 praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived 

 among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own 

 brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

 your name and join their unending hymn:  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and  

 suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

 arms to all. 

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Together we celebrate this holy meal. May all praise and thanks be to you, Holy God, 

 through Christ Jesus, and by your Life-giving Spirit. Amen.   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by Christ, let us pray.     

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  

 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

Communion will be offered in two ways, continuous at the chancel step, and at the       

direction of Pastor after everyone has come forward (for those at home online and those 

who choose to remain seated).  

 

Follow the direction of the ushers to come to the front or remain seated and after all 

have come forward, direction for the prefilled host and grape juice will be given. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

IF YOU CHOOSE TO COME FORWARD:  
Follow the directions of Pastor and the Ushers. 
 
IF YOU CHOOSE TO REMAIN AT YOUR SEAT OR YOU ARE ONLINE: 
Prepare your elements after all have come forward and wait for direction from Pastor. 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
As we have experienced Christ, our Savior, in this meal, may Almighty God continue   
 to nourish you and encourage you as you continue your journey in faith. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together... Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of 
 mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
 Amen. 
 



  

21  

SENDING   

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
BLESSING              We are blessed and encouraged as we depart from our gathering. 
 
Pastor: May God bless you and hold you close.  
 May Christ’s presence guide you in all you do. May the Holy Spirit shine  

 in you and bring others closer to God’s love and ☩ give you everlasting hope.  
 Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                         Let Justice Flow Like Streams                      ELW # 717 
              Music is located on page 21 

POSTLUDE                 Thaxted                        By Robert Buckley Farlee 
 
 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS002821 . 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission. 
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SENDING HYMN                 Let Justices Flow Like Streams                      ELW # 717 
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Sunday 2/13 

8:00 am - Spoken Service - Lounge 

8:45 am - Adult Sunday School 

10:15 am -  Liturgical Worship Service 

        Baptism: Shane Joesph O’Neill 

         Holy Communion 

         Grace Friends Sunday School 

4:00 pm - AA Meeting - Lounge 

 No Confirmation Class tonight  

  

Monday 2/14      

9—11:30 am - Food Pantry  

7:00 pm - AA Meeting—Social Hall 

 

Tuesday  2/15 

9—11:30 am - Food Pantry  

10 am - Clergy Bible Study 

6:30 pm - NA  

7:00 pm - Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday 2/16 

9—11:30 am - Food Pantry  

11:30 - 3:30 -  Bayside Duplicate Bridge 

7:00 pm—NA Meeting - Social Hall 

 

 

Thursday 2/17      

9—11:30 am - Food Pantry  

5:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 pm - Al-Anon Meeting - Lounge 

 

Friday  2/18 

10:00 am - Grace Stitchers 

7:30 pm - AA Meeting—Lounge 
 

Saturday 2/19 

 

Sunday 2/20 

8:00 am - Spoken Service - Lounge 

8:45 am - Adult Sunday School 

10:15 am -  Liturgical Worship Service 

                 Holy Communion 

         Grace Friends Sunday School 

Joyful Noise Offering—Grace Stitchers 

4:00 pm - AA Meeting - Fellowship Hall 
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